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Ontario: A North American hub for

global business

Diverse, stable economy

Skilled, talented workforce

Support for innovation

Low risk, high quality

Competitive costs

Access to markets

Connected to the world

Quality of life to attract the best

CANADAôS ECONOMIC 

POWERHOUSE

38% GDP

39% Population (12.5 Million)

40% Personal Income

40% Corporate Head Offices

59% Foreign-Controlled Head Offices

49% High-tech employment

48% Manufacturing shipments

42% Goods exports



Latest figures at PPP for all OECD countries are available for 2006. Estimates 
for Australia, Ontario and Ireland
³Ô×ÙÍd¦ÒÊ×ÎÈÆÓd«ÎÌÚ×ÊØdËÔ×dvtt{pd´ÓÙÆ×ÎỖØdÆÙdµµµr
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Ontario Ministry of Finance, OECD
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Larger than many countries

Ontarioôs GDP compared to other jurisdictions
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Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Ontario Ministry of Finance, OECD

747

626 616
575

453

370 352
309 301 290

248
228 222

196 186 175 174

0

200

400

600

800

A
ust

ra
lia

Turk
ey

N
et

her
la

nds

P
ola

nd

O
nta

ri
o

B
el

giu
m

G
re

ec
e

S
w
ed

en

A
ust

ri
a

S
w
itz

er
la

nd

N
orw

ay

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
ublic

P
ort

ugal

D
en

m
ar

k

H
ungar

y

Fin
la

nd

Ir
el

an
d

B
il

li
o

n
 U

S
 $

Larger than many countries1,813
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Seventh Largest Jurisdiction 

in North America

Ontarioôs GDP compared to other jurisdictions



Gateway to NAFTA

158 million consumers within a dayôs drive
NAFTA access

Access is duty-free 

if product meets 

62.5% content 

requirement



Gateway to NAFTA

158 million consumers within a dayôs drive

15 border crossings with US, 5 international airports

NAFTA access

Access is duty-free 

if product meets 

62.5% content 

requirement



Skilled, talented workforce
ÅA network of 20 universities, 24 colleges

ÅApprenticeship programs with 26,000 new registrants 

annually

ÅHighly educated workforce

ÅDependable ïaverage 8 years with same employer

ÅDiverse ïlanguage skills for global markets

ÅImmigration policies extend the workforce

59% of Ontarioôs 

population has a post-

secondary education

University: 26%

College: 25%

Apprenticeship: 8%

17.5% of the 

population,  

(~2million people) 

speak a language 

other than English 

and French at home. 

Approximately 235k 

people immigrate to 

Canada annually.

51% go to Ontario

43% go to Toronto



Northwestern

Ontario:

2% of total employment

18% of forestry 

employment

Greater Toronto Area:

46% of total employment

68% of finance  employment

Northeastern Ontario:

4% of total employment

60% of mining employment

Eastern Ontario:

13% of total employment

35% of computers and 

electronics manufacturing 

employment

Southwestern

Ontario:

12% of total employment

27% of transportation equipment 

employment Central Ontario:

23% of total employment

28% of manufacturing employment

Ontarioôs regional strengths

Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey, 2008

Notes: Figures for total employment and sector employment are shares of 

Ontarioôs. Figures for 2007




